Six years have passed since the second edition was published: the reviewer strongly recommended it then as a major library reference. This edition has grown by 70 pages, 38 of which comprise a new chapter devoted to a fuller discussion of isomerism in drugs used by anaesthetists. Structural isomerism in commonly used agents such as enflurane and isoflurane has been widely understood for some time, and the name d-tubocurarine confirms that there is an optical isomer, l-tubocurarine (which is almost inert). Now the increasing knowledge of chiral isomers and the ability to readily synthesize them has brought the subject into sharper focus. Cisatracurium, one of the ten isomers of atracurium, selected for its freedom from histamine releasing activity, emphasizes the importance of understanding this aspect of chemical pharmacology.
Other noteworthy additions or revisions have been the discussion on pK in local anaesthetics, the various forms of cytochrome P-450 involved in drug metabolism, the action of drugs on intermediate messengers, nitric oxide, anti-arryhthmic drugs, and the actions of the corticosteroids. There have also been substantial revisions of the sections on the variability of response and its analysis, the inhalational agents, and the opioid analgesics and their receptors. The bibliographics have been updated, and new drugs up to 1996 included. The book continues to deserve a strong recommendation as an up-to-date reference for both trainees and practising anaesthetists and intensivists.
NOEL CASS Melbourne, Vic. The new edition of this popular book will be welcomed by anaesthetists at all levels of training. The subject matter continues to include all those areas of anatomy which are relevant to the practice of anaesthesia. The information is presented in a clear and concise fashion without sacrificing any detail which a reader is likely to require. As in previous editions, there is a chapter on "Zones of Anaesthetic Interest" which targets regions of the body which are not well described in standard texts. Emphasized throughout the book is the relevance to anaesthesia of the described anatomy. Several new and revised diagrams and X-rays have been included.
Most chapters are followed by references related to relevant anatomical detail which readers may not otherwise readily find. However, these are variable both in number and quality and refer to only a limited number of topics.
The main change in this edition is a totally rewritten chapter on "The Anatomy of Pain". This stands somewhat apart from the rest of the book as, in the words of the author, it is based "… more on the work of neurophysiologists and clinicians". This short chapter summarizes current concepts of pain perception and the complex neural pathways involved.
The only significant criticism of the book is the quality of the binding. This is unfortunate as in all other respects it continues to be an excellent text. It is recommended for all trainees, for department libraries and for those anaesthetists who wish to upgrade their previous editions.
R This slim volume addresses most of the current broad key areas of progress and controversy in dayto-day paediatric anaesthetic practice whilst avoiding getting bogged down with esoterica of interest only to the full-time paediatric anaesthetist. Topics such as paediatric aspects of preoperative preparation, working with parents, analgesia, control of nausea and vomiting, anaesthetic agents, and regional anaesthesia have clearly been chosen to address the problems faced by any anaesthetist working with children. The publishers (presumably by way of Professor Lindahl) have assembled a multi-national and eminent array of paediatric anaesthetists to contribute chapters. These authors have produced a series of excellent reviews, well and recently referenced, with a scatter of clinical biases reflecting their heterogenous origins, providing incidentally a number of insights about anaesthetic practice in various countries which nicely complements the scientific side of the papers.
Inevitably there are details about which one could quibble but I will restrict myself to one point, incon-sistency in editing. Although adding to the sense of international authorship, I feel the frequent grammatical constructions based on languages other than English and occasionally spelling with a Scandinavian flavour (for example "f" rather than "ph" on a number of occasions) should have been corrected. On rare occasions the intended meaning was obscured by these problems.
Clearly those subscribing to the series will be well served by this volume's contribution to their continuing medical education. For those interested in an update in paediatric anaesthesia this book is certainly an easy read, more convenient than major paediatric texts yet more relevant, current and comprehensive than paediatric summaries in general texts.
I This edition is a mammoth work of 2363 pages, 206 contributors, 17 sections, 156 chapters and an appendix A-H with useful information. Given the very large number of contributors one expects and finds variability in style and presentation. Some degree of repetition is unavoidable. However, I found the editors had kept these to a minimum.
The very liberal and intelligent use of lists, tables, figures and diagrams make for easy reference and help to eliminate lengthy prose.
Over a six-week period I used the book as a principal reference source for any problems arising in intensive care. At other times I sought information on whatever critical care topic took my fancy. I was not disappointed. Where controversy exists, the authors are not afraid to succinctly discuss the problem and to nominate their preferred option.
There has been significant use of the latest in information transfer between publisher and authors as evidenced by 1995 references in this edition. This in turn adds to the current relevance of the text.
The book does have its down side. Much of section 1 deals with social, ethical, legal and organizational issues as applied to North America. However, there is still much to be learned from the section and the chapter on "How to read a medical article and understand basic statistics" should not be missed.
The size of some of the figures almost necessitates the use of a magnifying glass. I found the discussion on brain death very disappointing.
The fragmentation of critical care in the U.S.A. is evidence. A number of the chapters including their diagrams have a very surgical bent. Percutaneous tracheostomy is not described and tracheostomy is placed strictly under surgical control.
Intermittent haemodialysis is said to be the most frequently used renal replacement therapy in ICU. I note the authors of this chapter are nephrologists.
The brief description of necrotizing fasciitis on page 2192 totally fails to convey the sense of urgency in diagnosis and treatment of this condition. The role of radical surgery in its management is not mentioned.
In the overall context of this work these criticisms are of little significance. The book would certainly fill the needs of a major reference work for any library, unit or dedicated intensivist. , differs in a number of ways from its predecessors. The first is that all of the twenty-two contributors are anaesthetists, save one who is a lawyer. The second is the inclusion of new evidencebased material, and the third is the co-editor Professor Warner, who has agreed to carry on the work in future editions.
The book consists of 345 pages, including a comprehensive index, and is organized into seven major sections and twenty-one chapters. The new format eliminates the duplication and repetition of material found in previous editions, without significant loss of content. Each chapter is well-referenced to date, except for the chapter on obesity, which contains no reference to publications later than 1985.
The first section entitled "General Considerations" is particularly well done, and covers general principles of safe positioning, operating tables and their attachments, and physiologic changes associated with the supine position. The next three sections discuss in detail the main considerations which apply to specific patient positions, and include sound advice covering the preoperative to postoperative period on how to minimize, recognize and treat possible
